Said"s book come out in 1978 and ever since then has become a primer of the Postcolonial Theory. The whole discourse was inspired by Frantz Giving only his word for the complicity of Orientalism in the transition from a "scholarly discourse to an imperial institution", Said, grudgingly through, acknowledges its achievements in a highly perfunctory manner and that too not without his caveat about the impossibility of "disinterested" work. For in the very next paragraph he states, So far as its strictly scholarly work was concerned (and I find the idea of strictly scholarly work as disinterested and abstract hard to understand; still, we can allow it intellectually), Orientalism did a great many things. During its great age in the nineteenth century it produced scholars; it increased the number of languages taught in the West and the quantity of manuscripts edited, translated and commented on; in many cases, it provided the Orient with sympathetic European students, genuinely interested in such matters as Sanskrit grammar, Phoenician numismatics, and Arabic poetry.
Yet…Orientalism overrode the Orient. There seem to be no better words than those at the end of Dr Madge"s quotation to conclude the thesis. Sympathy, love, and understanding -do the Sufis after all, say anything different?
